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WW --- the aſſutanc ance of Your favour to the 
hx here roYon.# 


fegurſe which 6402; Farh with as 


Sn _ 


who fi 


bance to hls Pla ue fro ff tbly it 
mg have the TT Es minds, 
Rake Lhe} reſſehns of ſoked things ings uþds 

| 1h more deep and effettual. However, 

what it was Your patience firſt. to-lay fr, 


it wag Yoyr g of rd terwards candli dlyqo 


interpr et.-* thurzbe *Diſcou e 
Thich 5 cout not be © well heard. were mote 


worthy of "Yolo \jght" and peruſal.” Bir 
- as it B, I'hum Deditas ta Your fa- 
oBrable acpeprgiee, 4 an nn imperfeit de efeyi- 
prion 
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ption of that Moderation and Prudence ; 


which, as it hath made Your Government 
of a Great ( ity fo ufeful and advantageous 
to it, na Ci foo and diſtratted T ime ; 
fo may it ever continue to: be as ſucceſsful to 
promote the benefit of Publick Peace and 
Order : which # the Prayer of 


Rricur HowourasLE, 


Your moſt humbly devoted 


19 all Obſervance; 
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Man' S nature, and wiſdom and know? 
lon rr thats af "166-worder 
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ardently affe&t. thoſe ' zecompliſhinents bf ihe 
4 mind;: or! at leaſt the -opinion'"wad "Feputs*6f 
; then.” {RES | | MOT (43 12620 
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5. 22.] that he particularly ſaid concerning ſuch 

roacher of his” neighbour, that he was in 
danger of Hell-fire. Becauſe the imputing of fol- 
Y to a man, being in effg& to degrade him from 


oc -and ti Wir key Fora) it pare 
re- 
flettb 


of c {that 'ard on, /as it 
by Sm” foitha 
been by ho apt reſentment of mankind, ta- 
ken for one of the, moſt aoſufferable affronts and 
proverytipes that can be given. * 
{(So)that'wothing'is 1 mG6xe apt-to diſſolve all the 
ties, and deftroy all the*endeatmentsof common 
icadhy IP... to.lir. up the mah ignity.o f rages and 
1ndipnation, ad conle quent: to. roducex ll the 
miſchicfs enſuing hrnipen, No Toon- 


er exaſperate men to variance, _ ou them 


18 theme, mmm quazrels. and | !blogdy 


COML Ito: ;-; 8F TfIO0D:! 
.5\Ferghamoſton and add itit ot 
to impatience lenhile-of the end ion 
and. indiſcretion;” And, generallytotax _ 
lack of wit, cis More.unpardonable than to-brind 
them, with want, bhooeky ;?'Tis :fafer to.im- 
ach their morality than their underſtanding]; 
tedilparage their judgments a. more iatole- 
eaftence,than with the Feiallodlloioasto to 
expoleitheyr MtIRk: « -And:the-reafon is, be- 
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anole t6:thaſe who; have any conſcience, the'dey 
priving them of reaſon'is the ſame; thing: as'the 
denying:them-religiod ; nay, tisthe famethiog as 
to make then bealts; which areuncapabſe of the 
impreſſions of. Divinity, .;' And as. for. thoſe who 
haveno-conſcience,” thoſe very/men think. ititheir 
4 intereſt to/ preſerve-a reputation! of, policy;and 
cunning, albeit they feldom-;y(e-it;; but to-carry 
| them through ſuch ations. 4s: RG 
able. 
But though the Werld bath. fo mad bode 
and concern for the title of, wildom: and citvemns 
it tobe; ſo-;yery-glorious, and! xeverend- # yetithe 
unhappineſs; of its; that the molt of men-run/a- 
way with theempty.nameof wiſdom, not kiow- | 
.Þ ing what partigular thing is intended byiti Sotne 
general and confuſed! conceitthey haveiof| (ome- 
thing that is very,excellent and noble; but! being 
JppomnL of the ſpecnalty; wherein ieoiblts, they 
commonly run coutiter; le epharsrmns 7 fleg 
| from wiſdom whilſt they aſpite, towards: * And | 
leeing truth-1s but one,! and theoppelite ES 
are. infinite; tis no wonder that men ſhould in- 
vent. as. many Ways to ;be wile, as they! hays - 
ſhewing zbemſelyes SAG 
der tba Shge5 4A hyp EIT SE | 
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poſlefioaof it, :and workiugg'bar diſcretion ean 


tralyioſorm govhart felf:in,o ot 0 190! 
Now?in this variety of hamane' enkpiaſonh, 
the wiſdom of God interpoſeth its direction: and 
pirage ; and to relieve the' weakneſs of pur 
minds, and' to prevent” the uncertainty and extra- 
wapanceof ourichoice, pives tis a diſtinct notion 


of the-wildom which is properly 1 called ; that 


1lowe'nmpht mot be loft in themnaze of our own 


OSS but m g ht clearly diſcern the way and 
aethed, by which we may. vrroproack licer to- 
rower Hr ot attaintnent; 97 5 209 
-'/1Bur ſeeing wiſdom dirette ys to that which i is 
ourcrowt andiornament; | and (ſeeing thiiphory- 
of the heſt.capacity hevin that exe: #6 ofi it, wit6 
which life: Lag *Gtior' reducer it; and ſeews 
oy honourable eployment is 1a- 
'by proper rates and laws ;" tis eafreto be 
CN has Gels ieftriieniegt reach 566:the 
mrs willom/nnlt exterid the duc eotidae 
and goveftnnentof cur a8tions, ©” a LE6 
And farther, in that thermo! pebfecy of our 
uRtfonate thoſe that are publick, and that # moſt 
anfwerable'to6ur capacity wifith we do in"feli- 
t6#'t6 our eoiruncn Tedgh crores with the 
Hof nadkitd}, it follows, thatno precepts Tame 
up tothe he jght'of wilder," 2but: Ae' that teach 
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wrightly compoalcand orddvourgarveriations 
in ny a> And therefore according to thele 
meafures St; Faxes reſolves t kat guaſti- 
on, To whom the charatter:of wiſdom and: _ 
kdgetrulybelongs?: as at 15. I din 
co mordobt ey ji Whbis.awife mayo! 1111 
| Where we necd netftand oriticallyzo dapute, 
hicherches zRleimeant;: thata goodagnver- 
{ation tempere with meckneſs is a der ot 
of werddomandknowkedge j ;orithat afdomand 
oro, vr of; hich os 
yerfatwon;ot:be! dhe dealt 
of:thertmo wertakeymbecaule af poocbbotenta 
tion bern” roof of ail hes de 
oblige an eo £2! "mdaib! 
oblige and ce us to ſuch a 
thing without (hat comverfarinaeirbe! hook 
of, waſdomn:: rr > 16941 covidie Nd gl Or ve6tTboiw 
br nbd hereforwta proven Perbahingy ar 
© beronfidered/ i chewords; 21513 213891019997 
-(n:+That'a good converfatioanivaPritcipil 
Fn: of a wiſe and underftanding:maponiiud bas 
' *12:) {Fhatmockneſss is an/effertiabpurtiofithat 
good conveniationwhichdenominateowmanthd- 
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76x.) C Of tharwildomwhichinrevealed; Or,. 
00 Of that 'which-is natural: | 

1.):4f we confult the principles of 7 Ga wii 

dot whichis revealed. For: this wildomteach- 
cthus,>that /as our: hte: was not-grver us:by'our 
own: power, ſout-is not to: be ſpent to.-our own 

(12D 5 
[20 God! [hath lone ſociable GR ad fit- 
ted: usifor convering: withthoſe of our own. 

Frawez.and thendfotie,nottodhaye.corre{p oudence 
with, boſe nature Ents 
$not;to;perfernd: thoſs Offices for-them-wyhich 

Weara chpableob doing, as ta contradict-the end 
HhonthatFato) « #2 fi 113 O71 21. 159 1 ' t- ifs TIETUg! () 

2-*Fhe faiteft. pretence thatcanbe made or Mets 
withdrawing themlehe vo humane; icnter- 
:andiaQdice ves:tofalitide'and 
pray 1s this, Dinas res freedom 
for th :cantemplatiansa fron which! Dy 
and b inck dath divertthems |o:; iv; 

- ::;\Dut:what;L; ;Ptay: arc: thoſe: Conteiriplations 2 
If they are-ſuch-mice| and ſubtle things as exhauſt 
Mens age and ſtrength, and atlaſti. leave: their 
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anos but contrariwiſetheyare forbidden to all: 
But! as\for-fricbras-are/mote mectſſary ark} ufefil 
to: the; government of ia Man pJife:there: 
ſuch lopg:hmeitade!ſ ent! wlaction 
them«'2;Andjast gbvenstby aniohs 
divary: cihgtnce; bin they areiſullybrapre: 
hended by one, it s. bis:duty: -t0-umpart: ther to 
others.” ;J Wit *Y\" ar t Mt 7 9 TRAT IO trt1 $fICH 
This}: if. any>Ioveriof ptivacycs and ewighen 
Jug htshegleft-ak atingnotincumbead)apts 
tim > ib glamechat) he trim rthe! rales&0f 
that 'commoty qiltice; iwhich'if-othets:ſhoold:'as 
little regardas himſelithe-workd could not ſubſiſt, 
For,.isnat tl Man who mbſcth dis/Call tbe: 
holden; to! otherg-for:bis-t 2:Do 
his-Jafty ſpeculations! abd+curion enquitiet-pro. 
vide thei/Ar _ 
on2::1f theri:herecerveiſuch bdnefar from the 
bours of other Men, commdbejaſlabeqaeortiay 
according to hit ca Ke yarn ye 
_ —_—_— ad n6 wap.1s (or 
ent:iQr ivg.t en! a veqiuta | A$ Ry 
chebtthe advamigh in barb conver 
with them. C 9c 11110 } 18174 904] 
1; 'Tis erue; Men) agtbeallowed. to tive rockeſs; 
for, a{<dfov,2in 'drder: to the: ring/of therti« 
telycsifor al-puplek Office, fa: ney Pers | 
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was in thi Defarts eu the time of bis ſhowing wnn 
Ifrel.. [Enk::1./ 80:7) -Sothe Schooldofoths Pro- 
pheth were: geftradifrom commun tins 
alot domed Sack avg 
uſclnk kdowdedge,>vach as: rraghe:pac thera ants 
the belt capacity:toweorve' no gRenD 
andthe admannions of (God 
But then that gift in the Jewiſh Charcks WAS 

ordained forthe beuctit ma 1 others, 
anwellazitmas 1at12''So 
that-hotwith the adfdac:allpdg: ed ;che 
that 'conceats kimlelt' withinai Cho _ :dea 
votes hinafelE oa " iof ſearinefs; doth 
wdnileftly:idpy the os of privacye;;."i he 
vilakest endwhbich nur on WAy;2COm- 
founds bs/edueation wits liscemploymemt; and 

takep:wp hiv reſd:imthat=feriecy: aud: exit 
| whales 4utarckel coxitis han for'chs: oy 
of: blak: vruſd::: > £3134 
c-:Dataf avbeincuimbene u Meri to kwob pabs 
lids 4pyrits) and to do the: Genernion fervies; 
andycotequernly rhe of: ſociable rempers; aud 
to: comverte wah, theic)Neighbours 'tis aslr 
fite that their converſation ſhould be good:* _ 
2'nicre better thar nie lhnad/no: communication at 
all-withMen; than; that ac flubate 'be:#ack- as cor 
4 And how: mach it .1s-our 
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wildom by what: hath been dictated to us in the 
Goſpel; to. walk honeſtly and without blame, is 
evident from hence, that the wrath of God 17 reveal- 
ed. from Heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſ- 
neſs of, men, who-hold the truth in unrightebuſneſs,[ Rom. 
1.18.7] and that the Lord Jeſus: ſball be revealed 
from Heaven with his mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, 
taking vengeance of them that know not God, and that 
obey nit the: Goſpel, . 2 Thell. ». 7; 8.] So that ac: 
cording to the Principles. of Chriſtianity, tis our 

ceatelt atiſdon to: be. of an upright converſati- 
on; becauſe the contrary is'our damnation. And 
to ſhew. how deplorable a ſtate of miſery it is to 
which anevil converſation leaves us liable, our Sa: 
viour hath-plainly told us; (: Mat:/118:. 6.7 that 
whoſo ſhall" offend; that is; ſcandalize,: or by wick: 
ed practice make to--offend: one of thoſe. little ones 
that believe in him," it were better: for him that a 
Mill: ſtone were hung about bis neck,' and that the-were 
drowned in: the depth of the: Sea.) All: which he will 
find to be:true, -when he.1s caſt 'nto. the. Lake that 
burns with Fire and Brimſtone. © 47 050 0 

But a; good converſation 1s'not-an argument 
of wiſdom, as wiſdom 1s only taken: for a zealous 
care of our own welfare ; but alſo as it implies 
{trength of reaſon, and ſoundneſs of: judgment 
to take right-methods;' that this welfare maybe: 

RES Si 


10 A Sermon preach'd. £ 


Sep.28. 
ſecured. For Religion doth not wholly conliſt 
in being affectionately concerned for that which 
is ult;mately to be delired; but it requires ſober- 
neſs of mind, regularity of thought, and an un- 
deritanding well informed, ſuch as is of ability 
to apprehend, and propoſe what is really con- 
ducive to our great advantage: 

And what necellity there is of a Man's being 
very judicious, in order to his being capable of a 
good converſation, will appear upon more ac- 
counts than one. - For if we conltder the frailtics 
to which we our ſelves are ſubject; if we call to 
mind how many vain and enchanting fancies, how 
many itrong and pre-cngaged affections,how ma- 
ny fub:le py nan 2 of our enemy, and how ma- 
ny ſurpriſing temptations of the World, do-con- 
tinually beſtoge us, to bring us into: bondage to 
folly and vice, we cannot but acknowledge that 
there is need of very great prudence and fore- 
ſight, of the moſt fn conſideration, and of 
the molt ſtaid and watchful} mind, to. eſcape the 
dangers wherewith we are encompalted. And 
he that by ſbunning all thoſe fnares can approve 
himſelf a Chriſtian, doth certamly ſhow himſelf to. 
be a very great Man. 

 Agam;one great law of Chriſtian movertigios.le 


that we walk charitably,with reſpectand "I 
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ſion towards our weak Brethren, So that no 
Man's converſation: is unblameable but his, who 
doth nothing whereby he cauſeth his Neighbour 
to offend. This is plainly and fully determined 
by the Apoſtle, [+ Gr. 8.3 where he ſtates that 

reat caſe of conſcience, of. eating things offered 
m ſacrifice to Idols, For (v. 4.7] he grants, that 
the thing in it felf is not abſolutely ſroful : be- 
cauſe he that knew that an Idol was nothing in 
the World, and that there was but one true God, 


might cat of thoſe meats as the gift of that God, 


giving thanks'to him, and not paying any-wor- 
ſhip and honour to the Idol : But then he tells 
us ['v. 5.] that the taking of this liberty might be 
prejudicial to, fome weak perſons, who having 


- not ſo much judgment to diſtinguiſh -as others, 


might by their ' example be encouraged to cat 
with conſcience of the Idol, as the expreſſion runs, 
that-is, with ſome portion at leaſt of that reſp 
which the Heathens gave to their Idols in their 
Feſtivals. 

.: And the general rule that prelides in this caſe 
holds no lefs in all the parts of a Chriſtian's life : 
For in every a&tion 'tis his duty to conſult, .not 
only the integrity of his own conſcience, but al- 
ſo the ſafety of his Neighbours ; and he-is by 
the {triftefkt law of religion bound upon = of 
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damnation, to abſtain from any publick aR, 
which by a probability of confequeace and na- 
tural tendency may induce his Neighbour tocom- 
mit a fin. | | 

And where a Man is bound to walk fo cir- 
cumſpecly, there is necd of very good diſcyeti- 
on to make all things regular. He that muſt 
conlider all the weakneſs of others, and/uſe can- 
tion that the ignorant may not be enſnared-'by 
his practice, mult very well forecaſt in his mind 
what may be the circumſtances and events of 
ations; and this argues no ſmall dexterity-of 
reaſon. | NH 
Nay farther, Chriſtrnity doth not only ob- 
lige us- to conſult the- condition of the firriple, 
but of the froward too. We may not tranſa&t 
at any rate as we pleaſe, with thoſe who are of 
crooked tempers. When they are unreaſonable, 
we muſt be diſcreet; and when they are 'mad 
and outragious, we mult be calm: and moderate. 
Juſt men mult not ſlander, revile and-threaten, 
or exercife revenge and cruelty, becauſe:the Sons 
of Belial:do-ſo.  The'man of * God, of what 
condition ſoever, muſt be gentle and patient. 
But when'a Man- i aſlanlted with inſolent pro- 
vocations, not: to' be diſcotnpoſed and wander 


ted ſo as to a&'any thing unbeſeeming the! gra- 
peaks: Lal ton gen bonne, pnnnen jo 
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vity dds judgment, or:the'dignity of his place- 
is certainly! an "argument of 'a-moſt admirable' 
prudence, ;and demonſtratesthe poverniment ad 
command of himſelf to be very {ingular. 

2.) If we-conſult the ny of that wil- 
a whick.is fnatural; a a ge ood:eonyerfation wall 
appear to be a: Principal 1p0 of #/wiſe and" witn- 
derſtayding Man * "And that upon” "Two! 4e- 
counts. 

(1.) Becauſe a: good converſation doth moſt 
conquce.to a: Man's: preſervation.” : 10] 

s 42: Becauſe that adminiſters rlie/trueſt fatiC 
Gen Ter =& vi! dQLUor3 ns 

11{ 8.) Becauſe it doch moſ conduoeton Mare 
prefervation." "I. 

And: becaufe 'T would: not: clave my arguroemts 
to. be precarious, or give occafion t6-any*to-lay 
that theytake the advantage of a popular pre- 
judice/and opinion; I ſhallbeg your leave to dil- 
courte talittle;i'as if I: ſuppolediniy' tel vehive 
to: do; with thoſe to whom: Seriptuns* nd 'Go- 
ul 15 10) authority: v0 10 Bfilq92 A * 

To proceedthen: 'Tis poſſible that many are 
not: lo well: acquainted with -the Fundamental 
maxims of truth and reaſon, and the'courſe and 
government: of the World,cor bave-nptio's 
z faculty to draw eondlufions fon thbfe 
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ciples, as by the ſtrength-of their own reaſoning 
to hnd-out 3 God to whom belongs Power and 
udgment. But then 'tis as certain, :thatiby all 
the ſophiſtry and ſpeculation imaginable, no: Man 
is able to prove that there is no-ſuch Being, as 
governs and gives laws now, :and will hereafter 
reward and pupiſh Men according as their con- 
verſations have been good or evil. And:there- 
forea ſtate of vertue is in wiſdom to be preferred 
before that of vice, upon the ſcore of ſafety and. 
preſervation; becauſe however things be,,a.good) 
Man cannot. be muferable :hereafter, whereas-a 
wicked man, though he be an Atheiſt, may for 
ought he knows. be-ſo- eternally: :)and it is a di- 
ctate of wiſdom in caſe of uncertainty toavaid: 
danger, and; provide againſt, the worſt that may 
be ſuppoſed to happen. The only objection that 
can be made againſt this, 1s, That uncertainty. is 
not, to be.preferr ed, befar E certainty. c but. to this 
reJigion ſometumes obliges ity, when Perfecution 
arifeth. upon: the, account of 1t;; -for at fuch: time 
the keeping of our conſcience danmifies us ina 
preſent convenience, and for the! fake of what 
we expect we loſe that good which we have in 
fure pollefſion, _ -: ik us fo 4h 
-But;a9: aulibleas thisobjectiowmmay ſeem, 1t 
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all rime b [that int'@ very ſhortſpace; it will be aff 


every moment; 'and the preterided- bhitettainties 
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not all times, tet uPbut conſider the vaſt diſpro- 
portion that thete i 1s between the ſhort age of 
Man, and thar Eternity which mfiviedy A bet 


one'whether a" Man lived hore it plenity;” or | 
riſhed for want of Bread, yea, if we *confid + 
him in reſpect only to this World, that it will be 
all one whether ever he had'had any Mt the 7 itt it 
of no: -let us-but- conſider: how ſivall the HO 
are which the Atheiſt poſſe(ſeth;” in'$; 
of the evils which he- may jaldy Fear 5; tr 

muſt concludethat it is fo wiſdom to Sha ſuch 
inconliderable-certainties, whe we tur ah ard 
that is nfinxtely more conſiderable than they; Ef = 
ciall y whet thoſe prefont certairities at&fo RG: 
tain, as that weareliable'to the final {ols of therrt 


are {6 far certain, that the beſt reaſon” of Man 
= Vo e him to expect them. 

pood adds doth adminiſter 
heh ee CrnfaRion. For this:only catt' make 
Men-hope-for a future blelſedncs.” Ard whit 
latisfaction is comparable tothe Abdfiltockfng 
to the recompence of the reward? Fhis is 4-j0 
that the irrehipious matt watity: and to- take hit 
in the moſt favonrable ercumnitances. it eartior 
but ſomewhat ſtuw and affict him —_ 
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to think, that ae. a little time oY can a enjoy it no 
more.” :-o7 
But ſuppoſe he: faith that he hath -no:nced 'of 
a holy comfort : that- he can careſs-himſelf with 
the diverſzons of mirth, and fortific his mind by 
pleaſures againſt - all. melancholy and ſorrowful 
reſages ;. yet it cannot be denied, but: that. the 
ho of real, happineſs hereafter 1s-a greater ſa- 
tistaction, than: -at-ex not. to be damaged with 
the terrors of Death and-Judgient.-!: 

"Beſides, . ſeeing the Atheilt canriot with all his 
art diſprove the Articles of our! Faith ; he hath 
no way to ſecure himſelf from the ſad jealoulies 
and ſuſpicions of future miſery, -but by.debauch- 
ing his mind, and: hurrying:higalelf beyond all 
conlideration,. And what wiſdom I pray isin 
that..complacency, which prohibits the-bele. ule 
of- our reaſon, and wretchedly enjoyns the un- 
derſtanding to withdraw. 

Nor 1s t Ta carnal ſolace of the irreligious:-Man 
only unſound and, irrational; but :(as all-1uch 
things are,) it is alſo unſtable; it accompanicth 
a Man.wvhen he hath leaſt need of it; but afſoon 
as he is deſtitute, of other helps, that forſakes 
him too. . For upon cen(ideration of the. whole 
matter, we ſhall find that this is a folace:only. for 
them, | whoſe eltates arc plentiful, and-conflicuti. 
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ons firm ;' whoſe minds are not croſled; nor their 
ſpirits decayed. It may attend Men whilſt they 
are rich and healthful ; but when they fall-un- 
der poverty or pain, it vaniſheth ke a dream'or 
ſhadow. , 

'Tis true indeed, if a Man be only poor; Athe- 
iſm can preſcribe this remedy, to ſteal and filch 
his Neighbours goods, that his own ſubſtance 
may be encreaſed by it: which yet is but'a de- 
ſperate remedy, where there 1s either pubicklaw 
and juſtice ina Nation, or-bat the natural dictate 
of ſcl{-preſervation, as there is1n all private'men : 
and ina contention which is here to be ſuppoſed, 
*tis very great odds but the pooreſt will be over- 
come. 0 "0" 

- And when this way of Men's making their con- 
dition better proves unſucceſsful, irreligion hath 
nothing better to propoſe to them, than'by a 
ſtroke at their life to put anend to'it. And this 
is all the comfort .it can; adminiſter to them in 
tnme of ſickneſs, when they arei neither able to 
hurt others nor help themſelves ; when theirſoul 
abbors all manner of meat ; and they ſay of laughter it 
is mad ; when the moſt pleaſant recreations' are 
diltaltful to them. And is this a ſatisfaction e- 
qual to what the juit Man hath, who in the cri- 
tical minute of-affiftion and diſtreſs triumphs in 
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the propel of God's great ſalvation. ?: How 
much better were it for a, Man in anguiſh and 
torture to have; hope in. the everlaſting God ? 
This hope would: turn his very evils into helps, 
and make Death it felf to appear his greateſt ad- 
vantage. So great ſupports has righteouſneſs 
in the worſt eſtate, and the ſpirit of 'a juſt Man 
will ſuſtain his infirmities. And ſo much may ſuf. 
fice to be ſpoken' to the farlt thing conliderable 
in the words, viz. That a good converſation is a 
principal {ign of a wiſe and underſtanding Man; 
I:now proceed. to, i? 

(2:) The ſecond thing, which 1s, that meck- 
neſs is an eſſential part of that good converſa- 
tion which denominates. a Man truly wiſe and 
knowing. | 

'The truth of this will appear upon Three 
Grounds. _ _ < vEriftoon 

(1.) Becauſe meekneſs preſerves the: World 
from trouble and diſquietneſs. | 

: (2) It 1s an advantage to.Men's- conference 
and-diſcourſe., Ts 
+ 1(3-) It makes them ſacceſsful-n their under-. 
takings. ; 

(1.) Mecknefs preſerves the World from trou. 
ble and diſquietnefs. 1t'1s upontheſe very terms 
commanded by our Saviour [ Mat: 11.29. Take 


my 
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my yoke upon you, and learn of me, far 1 am meek and 
lowly in heart; and ye ſbull find. reſt unto:your ſouls. 
'Tis the fakure of meeknels to calm the mind, 
and. preſerve it from vexation. For it is contra- 
ry to wrath and fury, and therefore-look how 
much trouble rage 15'to a Man's ſpirit, ſo: much 
doth meekneſs help us to avoid:-- 

Nor doth it only prevent; the trouble: and tor- 
ment of anger, but it is alfo-inſeparably united 
with other quieting Graces, :ſuchas humility pn | 
contentment; by which means all tretting palit- 
ons are {htlled. For he that is'of fo. ſcrious:ajtem» 

r as not to be incenſed with provocations;':can 
certainly avoid the follies of pr £ and diſcontent:; 
he Gan reſt fatisfhed ina hn ow wherein, his 
gracious God puts hun, and chearfully acquieſee 
in the dif ola? of his wiſe providence. ' > 7 

And what a winSa/ +3. it for a Man to enjoy 
ſuch: peace and ny TU of- mirid;, -and 20 be 
exempt from the diſturbances /:and -turmoils' of 
paſſion. and luſt !- 'This 1s to: have a foretaſte of 
Heayen, and in fome degree to be in.an Ange- 
lical Rate: whilſt in the mid{t of thoſe occurren- 
CCS which cut unwiſe Men to the heart, we' can 
be: quiet-and unconcerned, ling praifes to God 
for allthis works; and our. voult can 2 with free- | 
——_ return to their reft. 4 
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Nor doth meekneſs only grant peace. to a 
Man's own' breaſt, but it alſo keeps the peace 
of the World. For the wrath of Maw ſets on 
fire the whole courle of Nature. Anger hath 
in it the true property of fire, which is to. pro- 
duce ir ſelf:in the ſabje&t upon which it works: 
and fo the forcing of it ſtirs up \Rrife. And 
where 1s: then:the wiſdom:/of allowing it ? It 
wracks the mind:wherei it abides, and deſtroys 
its pleaſure; for he that .is angry 1s certainly dif- 
Pleaſed ; and he that is diſpleaſed, muſt want his 
complacency. Nor is this all, but it alſo gives 
continual occaſion of its own continuance; ' For 
it- puts others .into a heat like our own; / thereby 
depriving ns. of the conſolation of their 'kmdneſs 
and affiftance;; It makes us either contemptible 
or odious to them; and ſo'the great comfort of 
Man's life, friendly ſociety, 18 utterly loſt. 
-.| (2) Mecknels is an advantage to Men's con- 
ference and diſcourſe. /: | + 1 © 
- Hethat would diſcourſe like'a wiſe Man muſt 
rſt judge ſo; and. he that would judgerrightly, 
.and: be-conſtant an it, muſt be of a Jefice Hirw. 
For if his wind be diſturbed, he can neither learn, 
teach, nor uſe knowledge. He cannot learn. 
.Now' Solomon gives this-account of a! wiſe! Man, 
{ Prov. 1. 5.7] That a wiſe-man will hear,' and: will 


encreaſe 
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4 Fes ; anda _ wndeiſlanding: ſoul 
attain unto wiſe 77a Jt's a f1gnot the/preateſt, 
ignorance,:for-a Manta Hurkinet that duath! 
wiſdom enough; and; it argues a taft of-know- 
ledge, when a Man: uſeth. diligence to: obtain'it-; 
inſomuch;that-were:not our: under{taridings: 0s: 
turally- furniſhed with:/the-'frſtopriiciples and 
common notions of;wiſddm,:wepuldi not: poſ- 
libly tudy to advance; and improve-it;; |.:> *- 

But; is any Man a lover. of-wiſdom 2. would 
he. lkearn- and- find,,out: what) be: hath -not- yet 
known? he:muſt be very! confiderate, and feri- 
eully. compare. things: togather,t> And. if fo, .it 
follows that he puny, be. calm. add-diſpaſſionate. 
Becauſe: the-pertutbations-of the winds darken; 
diſtra&t and confound the underſtanding : .and 
the-thoughts.of wrathſal, men arectob-HaltyJnd 
urgent, and thereupon, tog, ummethadical to be 
diſcreet. .. And if it be a,matter of divide: wal: 
dont, -wherein ſpiritnal illumination i2.nequired!; 
the wrathlul and; wnquict {pirit bath-no-reafon 
to. expect thats y.,Ithe.promile-ofit.beimng .made 
particylarly: ta;theamncek);[Plaliis 5: 93] Themes 
will he goide in 0 june and. then | -will he teach 
big Ways 17.04 Tre 14 Bit 
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2% eA_.Sermon-preachd.  \»\Sep.28. 
it tranſports him beyond hs right Gaſs, and fo 
diverts:hims from 'hs proper method: Beſides: 
he:thati would- mſtract; muſt not ' only comply 
with:the | capacity, but in ſome meaſure alſo 
with: the temper of his Diſciples : as | knowing 
how:much/ readineſs or averſion 4h the: will: 
doth diſpoſe the underſtanding to give' or\ deny 
allent:::But paſſion, if it meet” with'the? triore 
ſoft and tender diſpoſitions, terrifies and ſcares 
them out 'of their own thoughts ; fo that they 
have: not 'the/uſe of their own! facultics: And 
if it hath -to- deal with the more ſtout and/un- 
daunted,'the diſcouragement that it gives them 
doth but rake! therridefperate:/'and harden them 
by degrees: to' an"idflexible bany of reſolu” 
tion. : wibnufiiobny on; 
::For|thekeat'of palſicht raking, away. the tres: 
dy uſe of reaſon from the'inſtructor, and by x 
natural :efficacy propagating it ſelf m' the learner, 
there but: little ander{tanditis to'be found: be- 
twixt them; and then the appearance of wrath 
makes a Man'ſo deteſtable and hateful, that when 
there is but a little 'reaſon- left; it may well:be 
thought it will be to-no purpoſe. 
And what farther ſhows the folly of paſſion, 
it renders mien unca ble of uſmg in anyway the 
th thy have learht; For Fo di 
turbs 
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ſurbs their reaſon,] and raakes _ thoughtsto- 
be deſultory and incoherent. -1 t, puts them be- 
fide the true ule'ok; thein dad; -'> for when 
there is not {erious-delibetation to guide it; 1t's 
recollections mu't -needs; be: very caſual and' un- 
certain.- 1n-this.cale men. are kd as brutes, by the: 
diſorderly motions of fancy; and appetite. And 
what licentious and{irregular 1maginations may 
intrude, when, the-guard-of conſideration i=-xe- 
ligned.-to thoſe powers, the wandring diſcourie 


of 'Lunaticks may- ſufficiently: inform us. So- 


that meckneſs.is 3-neceflary qualification: to-pre- 
ſerve; us.from: extravagance, .and is:therefore/ am 
ellential part of; that: converſation. which deno- 
minatesa Man truly:wiſeand-knowi A 

(3-). Meekneſs' makes men faccefefal i m Fn 
undertakings. Fortis calie to:miſcarry in any. 
attempt; wherein true diſcretion! isnot ourguide.: 
but when fury 1s in place, diſcretion 1s; abjeat 

It mut be granted, that where-ever ang 


”- 


there is ſome: cauſe or: other 1n:debate:-r\ But 4 


—_ man doth: much thwart hisown inten+- 
, indoing dillervice to-that interet tormihich- 
he a; 
For-like a furions Warrior he falls on- rathly 
Whil.k bis adverſary keeps hidigfbund;amed watch 
es/an jopportunity-'to-/attack hm in-{that!i 


wo wo 


wi ich 
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which is weakeſt, and give him a blow where 
ke can leaſt bear it. 

But meckneſs gives a'Man the advantage of a 
clear reaſon, and hath an art 'wherebyit vanqui- 
ſheth both Parties 'and Neuters.' It overcomes 
thoſe that are-Parties 1n'a' quarrel; 'in'that it tires 
them out. For though anger be troubleſome to 
a Man's ſelf, and'though it' be heightened by dil- 

cement and 'oppoſition;/ yet: ſuch is the mad- 
neſs of it, that'it deſires « fition-and conflict, 
and nothing wearies'out ag ry ſpirits more;-than 
toſee their mdignation and fary flighted; and fo 
when they have ſufficiently ſpent their virulency 
and rancour ,': wanting: new- fewel of provoca- 
tion from -others ito” maintain their flame,/ they 
quietly deſiſt; and when they: find that notwith- 
{tanding all imprefſions their adverfary' remains 
unſhaken, they do like thoſe afſailants,-who quit 
the ſiege: when they find the Fort tobe impreg- 
nablqzs 12/2 Sto vw 18053 23087 9:00 7: Wig 2, 

And hence it may ealily be'/conceived how 
much meekneſs may recommend a cauſe to/by- 
flanders; who being dilinteretſed have-no fach 
ſtrong prejudice to be ſubdued. For the effefts 
of. rage 'are 'abominable in* the common ſenſe 
of humanity: 'Raillery, reviling;”ſmiting, and 
the like, make a Perſon ſcandalous'; and when 
[51 CE 7 he 
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he. him 5 abtounted fo bad | his" > ea 
quarrel wi not be eſteemed miach better. 

: What ſay the-indifferent Men of ſuch a Hot- 
fpur 7 this 1 4 at abuſive,/a ſcurrilous, and injurt- 
ous fellow ; he knows not what religion, and con« 

l ſcience, nor common. civility is. "We havereaſor 
af to' fear this: Man's principles : For'if we be' not” 
| what he requires,” he will deal: with us int as*bad'a 

manner. | We'have' reaſon to ſuſpect this Man's 
cauſe ; for if-it were , theſe outrages might 
be. ſpared, as-bang'both- unſkitable anÞithaſe! 
ful to it : If there be an evil in the circumſtance 
of his quarrel, why may not there be inthe ſab- 
Rance of it? and if heimiake uſe of indiredt ways, 
| why rhay\he-nbt'ds well aim at an unjuſt end? 
= Thus: dody fary fake the credit of a Nats Ganfe 
fink in the eſtimation of indifferent Men. © 
\-, Beſides; what is more conſiderable Rees r1a- 
king Men's ways unprofperous,” ſeeing whatever 
the > rachiful conrend for; they muſt unayoidahly 
becnemiertoGod and: his Grace; it pleaſeth hin 
torruebtheir fury; "arid 'to'put his hook into their 
| noſtrils; to'defeat their purpoſes and blaſt their 
F _ cndeavours.';For as'the wrath of -Man' works 

W rot; the righteouſricls- of -God; To 'neithe 

| God ſuffer"it/'*ts accomplifti the will- of: Man? ? 

NE SEgOT man malt nt govern'the *; 
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and. God. forbid that it ever bould;; that; 6ver; 
that rage ſhould pre evail, which imakes min mot 
only as unrealonable as brutes ;.. but oftentimes -” 
—_— and favage too, Excelleatly to this 
purpole ſpeaks David, (PA, 76: -7, 8+ 93/20. 
Tbew even thau, art 30 be: feared, aud. whe may fla 
in thy. fight when once thou art angry? Thou tft ks 
judgment to. be beard from Heywen ; che Earth-feared 
was ſtill, when God aroſe. to indement to fave all 
the meek of the earth. Surely the wrath of man 
ſhall pralſe. thee :; the roman 4. prath foal they 
reſiram.. .._. 
HE will fore ask, ay we! notithen be an-. 
gry. ? and 96, 45 7 oeIER ou indignation: 
one things in. ſome ſeverity. 2: Yea 
leſs, nat to; be capable of anger is-tobe Ri 
pu And that upov ſome accounts we may{be: 
fevere with mea ,| appears by the! prelidents of 
Magiltracy. ia the Law,. and the rules 
it in the, Goſpel; as alſo-by the example-of Dec 
vid curling x. Churches enemies; :of Chriſt 
ſharply kes the Scribes- and, Phariſees and: 
af. Paul in his. conflict with Elymas,ithe; Sorder: 
er... But. they, we.mult. well —__ the accalt- 
on, that. our anger. may. be adjulied-to. Ky :and 
not exceed;the  bounds-of maderation.').1) !.c 
Bog BOW. bavipg, ſpoken: thus NS the 
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good 'converfation, and' 1's racek- 
la = pattof"i ﬆR; | Eſhall EN 
Diſcourſe with little Dire&tion, 

-(x:) 11ncorder to a:good: converſation in gene- 
ral, char belides imploring thehelp'of the 
grace, \ you: would be warchfut and” cireun 
Dads not attadviſedly fall: ok vegan, "Ti 
wiſdom-to'forctee and prevent the occaſions of 
ſumming. And'if/ by chance 4 temptation over. 
take you, do''not trifle: and dulty with it--' Be 
ſerious in rcafoning with-your felves agaitft'1 i, 
and remember whas- you have'bicws taught,” 
what: you believe, - Confider'the' rhatfer well, 
and whew:' you; have perceived (it to de finfuh, 
fay with your fever, Do-1' nor believe: thar/ for 


fach things God: ries. Jumnn-4, 
—_— fuch things the wrath of Go® tort 
the children of difobedichee's "Why 
ron wary I $0'pracifie the ineRertient of luſh, 
do this wicked and (fin againft God, ant fo 
6-99 | (elf Uifvagh with: Everlaſting * fore 
vows? e141 Sl RIS x 7 Halo $ M $713 © 
:(24) 4n order ts enevhenefoideng __ be 
fces praying for the'gitt of ehefprieel ve and 
entleneſs, 
p 104.) Ufe thoſe: Confiderations chat may be 
Remedies agaitft/ wrath and-difpleefiite- 
E 2 Coolidte 


F eA Serhon-preathd "\Sep.28. 
— Cenſider: the-weakneſs of laying the blame of 
your paſſion upon; the occaſtonof it. Can that 
os you to be paſſionate without | your conſent 
and; allowance ? /No; your ſelves muſt be ac- 
cellary to: your own indignation--_':./ 1 +11 {+ 
Conlider beſides, what weakneſs and inexperi- 
ence of things :it argues to- be diſcompoſed at 
things 'without us. Is not. the courſe' of the 
World tauchk;z-and- is there any; better to:be-ex- 
yered? ſhall our fury reduce things to a: better 
ate > When!we have;raged and tormented our 
ſelyes neyer ſo much; our anger may'indeed help 
to. make-things worle, but 1s. the 'moſt unhkely 


means to put them into a better poſture. 


A Conlider again, that if there were-no thwart: 
= ngs. and provocations,;thete-wauld be:na riced 
| of. ſych-a;vertue as meckneſs; nor would! there 
beany ſuch;vertue atall., For!if nathing crolled 
u5;. but all things went according ito: our[mind 
there would be-no occaſion nor trial of meekneſs, 
for, it. would, be impoſſible that wei ſhould:be o- 
therwiſe than pleaſed. But becauſe things will 
fall out: oppoſitely ;to-our deltres /and; expeRati- i 
Ons, there Ore; meekvels 15 enjoyned asA means to- 
relieve us. 5 

_ © We, may do well, to confideriwithall,: that if 
things happen! ſo all,as. to: dilquict.us whether it 


; ot aiſle to: make-the: beſt: that we:can of 
them; and arrears be not our wiſdom, in-/ 
{tead of | a ravacation, to-luppreſs 
Re ans } 10-(5317 __ 
And ſeeingangeris moſt: frequenthrſtirced 
by the provocations:that are given by; Men; an 
ſceingwe are not angry with Men,. but wr WE 
judge that they deal-unduly-with us; 'Asit becomes 
us toſee that this judginent be: true; and that we- 
do-not unjuſtly.apprehend-a , [when there: 
is none done. to: us; foupon: tion that we: 
are injured; it were. wortliy of: out: confideration;' 
how: miuch it, degradesa: Perſon:who-hath the ho- 
nour to be juſt, to ſtoop ſo.lowi tothe: brutiſh; as; 
to be wounded with:4 reſentment oof their villany.; 
and how much: it 1s: beneath the: mnid ob duds. fo 
manto be diſordered by the rudencfs:of diforders! 
ly cien-:;. The: yery-bemg:conicerned atitheirin> 
ſolence doth but tnake ;{titoo. plauſible, — it 
Rn - gromumntomaey 
Te: ſu s- gladly (lait Apelile) ſeeing; ye 
your ſelues are-wiſes: {| 2:Gor.- 11:49. yoAndolath 
the- wiſe "mans: {;Brov.126:44 Jr Abfeer not Foil 
according ito. hu folly, Jef. thou' alſo 'be: like -unto him : 
that is; take. notice of: him:no farther than is ne+ 
callary.to prevent-'the evil.that may;follow:from 
ENAPIOſo his: pride and-vanity; 22kt —_ 


2befordele- Lord: Maid. \9 205 'Y 


A Py F " _ a. . OY - £ ” : 79 
: eA Sermon preach&\.\ \Sep.2$ p 
30 des 0 1Sep.28. i 
1 - wed 

"1 

£8 


areproachtoa wileman to -lubmit hiswiſdom'to 
the: plcafureand controulment of a fool, who're- 
geth and uv: confidemt + whole brutiſh paſſions kirft 
deprive him of ſober fenſe, and rhen give/him 
coutape:and boldneſs  to:expole' his want of it. 
So truc is that ſaying of Solowen, (Prov. 14; 29.7] 
He-that is:flew ta wrath is of great under ſtanding : but 
he that is haſly of ſpirit exalieth folly. 

{ 2.) Avoid thoſe worldly affeftions and de- 
fres, which are the primitive and fundamental 
mcenties: to: anger, as 'Coverouſnets and Am- 
bwnon. : For theſe make. Men competitors for 
the: fame things; and fo ſtir up anper and emu- 
lation amongſt: them. One  diſpleafed , be- 
ther,:becaufe his Nephbour- ſteps 'in' between 
him. and honour. : And/ cfpecial ly pride pro.” 
duceth the greatelt animofitiesand- heart:burn- 
ings amonglt Men. Thus when'a Man is puf- 
fod up-with the wiſdom of ſpecalation-, he is 
angry: that. others: are not of | his: judgment; 
thaaigh:: they . perhaps. have more'reaſon to be 
difptcaſed with. him, becaufethe! is not of theirs. :' 
: And generally where Men have greatthoughts 
of: themtelves, they expect great regard and ob- 
fervance from others; and: this carnieſtnefs and 
conkdence of expectation 'makes' ther ' wrath- 


| ful when they are diſappointed. And' how far 
their rage and diſcontent may go, and in what 
iohumanity it may end, as we do not know, 
fo we need not to enquire ; it being ſufficient 
that we know thus much, that the effects. of it 
are very ſad and diſmal. | | 

Now the God of Patience and. Conſglation 
grant us. to. be like-minded one: towards ano-- 
ther, according to Chrift Jeſus, to-whom with: 
the ' Father and' the Holy —_ be aſcribed: 
Dominion, Bleſſing and Praiſe, both now. and! 
far ever. _. : RT TG e's 2 8 ng 
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His Cour doth defire Mr. Ser- 

mon to Print his Sermon preach'd 
Yeſterday at the Guild-Hall Chappel, 
before the Lord Mayer and eAldermen 
of this E LT Yo 


FAGSTAFFE. 


